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gaily round the world distributing patents of French
nobility to persons and places with ample titles of their
own. There is an innocence about the whole proceeding
which disarms unfriendly criticism. Yet this gay recog-
nition of French qualities in the most unpromising material
conceals a deep conviction that there are no other qualities
worth having. That is the fundamental error which
disqualifies the bright intellect of France for international
contacts. It is essentially parochial, with a parish bounded
on the west by Neuilly and on the north by Batignolles,
Its reading is exclusively Parisian, its highest flights of
humour reserved for persons who commit the egregious
blunder of speaking French with a Belgian accent; and
when it travels, it surveys the world from the windows of
a French wagon-lit. Even M. Paul Morand, that literary
Lindbergh, leaves his grateful readers with the comfortable
impression that he is never really far away fr6m a smart
quarter in what is for him the only city on earth. For
however far the most accomplished Frenchman travels, his
intellect is never far from Paris; and the fountains in the
Place de la Concorde are the parish pump of the most
parochial village in the world.
That is why most Frenchmen view foreigners with mild
disdain; and that disdain of theirs must be suppressed
before they can hope to be in the least effective as mission-
aries in foreign countries. There was an instructive
instance whilst I was in Buenos Aires. One of the most
charming ladies in that town of charming ladies almost
wept tears of rage because an eminent French man of letters
had begun a course of lectures with the graceful observation
that Argentines were well known in Paris restaurants as the
patrons who never trouble to pick up their change. This
airy identification of a whole nation with its vulgarians
seemed for some reason to distress her, although I did my
best for France by explaining that there is no higher
category of praise known to the French mind than that
reserved for persons who leave cash about for Frenchmen.